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Genersl Alex Bolling phoned Deputy Director on
30 April and asked if it was all right not to
gnswer Memo for ID dtd 20 Apr. He said they
admit they "loused it up and didn't do it right
at all®., He said they had set up & new system
and the mistake will not be repaated. General
Wright agreed no answer to memo was necessary.

J.G‘

SECRET

Army review(s) completed.
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INTELLIGTHCE AGRNCY

aungnieTe  The Currert Situslion in the Free Torritery of Triesste

(or% 23-L8)

The Tntellirzence Nivision vesires thal the following dissent
be pibliabed with the paper:

wrhe Intelligence Division, [epartmens of the aray dissenis
with the paper as written. The assumption is ~mplielt throughout
the text, and partly expressed on page 1, thui tre whele intarna-
tional dispute over Trieste hus been rnd is & jquestion only of prestise
between Tast and West. The intrinsic importance of Trisste as a
strategic silitary asset to its posssusor is 1 nored.

This division believes that, whils the strategic lmportance of
the Trisste arsa should not be oversmphasised, it must, nevertheless,
be taken into accoumt ag a material factor in ithe struggle batween
vast and Fest for control of the arca. In any Soviet-Yugoslav mili-
tary operation inte northern Italy, advance ug: of the excellent port
facilities and superior commumications with tha Danublan valley
afforded by physical possessicn of the city of Trisste, Logelher with
the terrain advantizee, would nake it possible to assemble a large
force with good logistic support us well as te¢ make nival preparzstiong
in the adriatic to a much grester axtent thar sould be possible »ith
the present demarkation line or the present fromtler. These adven-
tages would enable the Tastorn bloc 1o accelerale its overruonin: of
northern Italy and iis eventual contrel of tie entire Italian pein-
sula, to the detriment of any planned countarsction by the westarm
countrias.

Short of war, possession of Trleste would give tie Eastern “hloe
an opportinity to intemsify pressure on Ilaly in the same proportion
as the enhanced militury capabilities described above.”

/s/ CARTER W. CLAFKE
Carter ¥W. Clarke
] Qﬁlmlj 3.3.0.
BR&ET R ()QM Director of Intellizence

AL LT
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